CONCLUSION
Lackey or Gravedigger?
In the long and eventful life of Herr von Papen two leit-
motivs besides the adventurous have constantly stood out
in relief. First, he is a man who has brought death or
disaster to everyone whom he has served or with whom he
has come into contact. Secondly, it was Herr von Papen
who held Hitler's stirrup and was one of those who prepared
the way for the new World War.
In aU Herr von Papen's activities it is clearly seen that
he has never brought luck to anybody. In this present
instance this should be taken as a good sign. For the man
for whom Papen has done most is Hitler. And much of
the harm and _evil which he has wrought in his long life
would be cancelled out to a certain extent if he were to
bring death to the man to whom he served as lackey. In
this sense we may identify Hitler with the whole National
Socialist regime, for Herr von Papen in his exertions for
Hitler has served the whole system.
Hitler, the Apostle of Evil, has made and continues to
make use of Papen to sow the seeds of fresh evil and to give
the world ever fresh proof of his incarnation of the Anti-
Christ. He does not do this because he loves Papen and
trusts him. And he certainly does not do it because Herr
von Papen was, as it were, trustfully laid in his hands as
the legacy of President von Hindenburg. He turns to Herr
yon Papen again and again because he wishes to place the
bad propensities of this adventurer in the service of the bad
propensities of National Socialism.
Actually Hitler despises from the bottom of his heart his
former Vice-Chancellor and present Ambassador on special
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